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youths for the challenges they will face follow-
ing graduation. It is with great pleasure that I
am able to represent the Portage schools and
witness their remarkable growth. I consider
their comprehensive programs to be a model
of success, and I have the utmost confidence
in their ability to continue serving students for
another 75 years with the same excellence
they have achieved.

Mr. Speaker, I know that the people of Por-
tage have always stood behind their schools,
just like the school district stands behind its
students and staff. As their Representative in
Congress, it is a great honor for me to rise
today in recognition of their accomplishments
and wish them many more years of prosperity.
f

WAYNE COUNTY HEALTH CENTER
FIGHTS HUNGER

HON. JO ANN EMERSON
OF MISSOURI
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Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize the creative and innovative work
of the Wayne County Health Center, a hospital
located in the 8th District of Missouri. Wayne
County Health Center was recently presented
with the American Star, an award given to 100
civic organizations each year by the America
The Beautiful Fund of Washington, DC.

I would especially like to extend my con-
gratulations to Mrs. Velma Osborne, who has
played an instrumental role in the success of
Wayne County Health Center’s extraordinary
citizen service.

Wayne County Health Center established a
program that assists over 400 low-income
families in the area grow their own fresh food.
The families involved in the project are learn-
ing the importance of good nutrition, as well
as how to grow their own fresh fruits and
vegetables.

This program has taken a giant step in help-
ing to fight hunger in Wayne County. It will
continue to benefit the families involved as
children grow up with the knowledge of good
nutrition and the skills to grow their own
healthy food.

The Wayne County Health Center is cer-
tainly deserving of an award as prestigious as
the America The Beautiful American Star. The
accomplishments of Velma Osborne and the
many others who have worked for the success
of this program should serve as a reminder of
the spirit that founded this country and the role
that each and every one of us play in keeping
that spirit alive.
f

LEGISLATION TO RECOGNIZE THE
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HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN
OF NEW YORK
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
introduce legislation that will grant a Federal
charter to the veterans organization known as
Ukrainian American Veterans, Inc. This legis-
lation recognizes and honors the thousands of
Ukrainian-Americans who have fought for the
ideals and principles that our great country
represents.

Through the years, Ukrainian-American vet-
erans have proven their determination and
dedication by bravely fighting in the defense of
the United States.

Ukrainian-American veterans have served in
the United States armed services, and have
aided in the destruction of the tyrants and op-
pressors that have confronted our great Na-
tion. Based on their distinguished military serv-
ice, Ukrainian-American veterans deserve rec-
ognition.

By providing our Ukrainian-American veter-
ans with a Federal charter, our Nation will rec-
ognize this special group of American heroes.
This measure will protect and preserve the
foundations that our Nation was founded
upon. And will promote patriotism and respect
by commemorating the military actions, wars
and campaigns of the United States in which
they were involved.

I am pleased to introduce this legislation
and I urge my colleagues to join us in support-
ing the courageous military service of Ukrain-
ian-American veterans. We truly believe that
this legislation demonstrates a commitment to
democracy and liberty. Providing a Federal
charter to the Ukrainian-American veterans is
a symbolic tribute of respect for our veterans
as our Nation continues to promote freedom
throughout the world.
f

IN RECOGNITION OF A HIGH
ACHIEVING JOHN MARSHALL
HIGH SCHOOL AMERICAN HIS-
TORY CLASS

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize and honor the high intellectual achieve-
ment of a John Marshall High School Amer-
ican history class. This class of high school
juniors and seniors has demonstrated a super-
lative command of the facts and a critical un-
derstanding of the meaning of American his-
tory. They are first among their peers, having
won that distinction when they took first place
in the State of Ohio finals of the We the Peo-
ple competition.

The We the People competition does not in-
volve mere rote learning and short answers,
but requires detailed research and study on
specific areas of the Constitution and Bill of
Rights. Students testify before a panel of
judges, most of whom are judges and lawyers,
as if they were testifying at a congressional
hearing. The class is divided into six groups
and each group is required to give a 4 minute
prepared answer to one of three extremely
complex questions. Each group must then an-
swer extemporaneously 6 minutes of followup
questions posed by the judges. Through this
trying ordeal, the students must demonstrate
their understanding and ability to articulate in-
depth analysis of complex constitutional is-
sues. All students must respond, not just the
stars of the class.

The entire class, then, has earned a cov-
eted honor as the State representative at the
national competition. Under the tutelage of
their teacher, George Klepacz, the following
students are commended by Congress for
their work and achievement: Brigitte Beale,
Alicia Bebee, Raenala Brown, David

Bucchioni, Tyessa Howard, Kasey King,
Deanna Lamb, James Lazarus, Kim Noeum,
Ryann O’Bryant, Brad Schaefer, Tiwanna
Scott, Matt Stevens, and Kim Chau Vo.
f

AUTHORIZING FUNDING FOR A
STUDY OF BREAST CANCER
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OF NEW JERSEY
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Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today, joined by a bipartisan group of my col-
leagues, to introduce legislation critical to the
State of New Jersey.

This bill will authorize funding for a study fo-
cusing on the link between environmental fac-
tors and genetic susceptibilities toward breast
cancer. The study will be conducted by the
New Jersey University of the Health Sciences
in consultation with the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Health and Senior Services.

Breast cancer is an epidemic in our country.
It is reported that every 3 minutes, a woman
is diagnosed with the disease and every 11
minutes a woman dies from it. In this year
alone, more than 44,000 women will from
breast cancer—these women, who are our
mothers, spouses, siblings, children, or
friends.

These numbers are especially alarming in
the State of New Jersey, which has the sec-
ond highest breast cancer mortality rate of any
State in the country. The American Cancer
Society estimates 6,400 new cases of breast
cancer in New Jersey in 1997 and 1,800 esti-
mated deaths.

While we have made some strides in raising
awareness about the need for early detection
and some strides in research, we still do not
have a cure nor do we know what causes the
devastating disease. That is why I am intro-
ducing this legislation, to direct more funding
to study the disease and potential causes of it.

Because of its dense population, the State
of New Jersey has many unique environ-
mental concerns that may have some link to
our high incidents of breast cancer. The
State’s University of Health Sciences is one of
only seven joint centers in the United States
that house a National Cancer Institute des-
ignated research center and a National Insti-
tute of Environmental Health Sciences re-
search center. The New Jersey Department of
Health and Senior Services also oversees a
statewide cancer registry and is advanced in
its cancer research programs.

While this potential study is critical to
women and families in New Jersey, the results
of the study are equally important to the 1 in
8 women that will be diagnosed nationally with
breast cancer each year, to their children and
families. Consequently, I urge the support of
my colleagues for swift passage of this bill.
f

LETTER CARRIERS FOOD DRIVE
WILL BE MAY 10TH

HON. GERALD D. KLECZKA
OF WISCONSIN
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Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, hunger has no
calender. Hunger doesn’t know if it’s spring,
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